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Remember the old song line &lsquo;You don&rsquo;t know what you&rsquo;ve got till it&rsquo;s
gone&rsquo;?
If you are one who looks for hidden messages in frustrating events, perhaps you hummed that little
ditty as you tried to maintain your good manners and willingness to share your lane during the time
that Hoquiams&rsquo; Simpson Avenue Bridge was closed for repairs! The happiness of having our
beloved bridge back is in direct proportion to the five months of straining to think happy thoughts.
We&rsquo;re talking really, really happy here in Hoquiam!

It still feels a bit odd to make the old familiar loop over the Riverside and Simpson bridges. Instead
of being in my usual fog of deep thought, I&rsquo;ve quietly celebrated all week as I scoot over the
bridge. Must be exactly what our grandparents experienced eighty seven years ago when the
bridge was first built. I know that complacency will settle in all too soon, so I&rsquo;m trying to savor
this experience as long as possible. After all, life is full of highs and lows, which is exactly what
makes the good times so sweet.
The Quigg Brothers crews who have spent the worst part of the winter working to repair the bridge
must certainly know all about taking the bitter with the sweet. The Hoquiam Farmers Market was
privileged to host the crews, since they were set up in our parking lot. On the few days that it
wasn&rsquo;t pouring rain, it was bitterly cold. As the workers came inside for lunch or hot coffee,
not once did we hear a grumble or complaint. But boy, did they go through a lot of hot coffee! We
probably have each one of them completely dependant upon Nancy&rsquo;s cinnamon rolls by
now. They will be missed, and we, like all of Grays Harbor are grateful for the dedication they
exhibited in getting the bridge back in operation!

The Hoquiam Business Association is hosting a free community Bridge Bash Celebration on
Wednesday, January 19th because we&rsquo;re ready to put an end to the five long months during
which all of Hoquiam has felt like an island. Come on over!!
Doors will open at the 7th Street theater at 7pm, and we&rsquo;re planning on raising the roof.
The Hoquiam High School Pep Band will get things going in style, and the Grays Harbor Dance
Club members are polishing their moves to perform while Hoquiam High School singers present
the Hoquiam version of &lsquo;I Will Survive&rsquo;!
Mickey Thurman and Betsy Seidel put their heads together and wrote new lyrics to the Gloria
Gaynor classic disco song, and we expect Hoquiam will want to adopt it as the official town song.
After all, we have a Washington State song. Ours just happens to be much, much better. The
audience will have a chance to belt out the new lyrics during the premier viewing of a video on
which Callie White from the Chamber of Commerce jumped in to lend her videographer expertise.
Hollywood, eat your heart out.
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Now, get the music humming in your head;

It took all the strength we had not to fall apart
But the detour signs are gone and now we&rsquo;ve got a new start
We can spend oh, so many nights crossing bridges just for fun
We never cried, we&rsquo;ve always held our head up high
We have survived!

Hoquiam is Back in Business!

Barbara Bennett Parsons, manager of the Hoquiam Farmers Market and Deidra&rsquo;s Deli
538-9747
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